DAILY SITUATION UPDATE ON SCARLET FEVER JE4[#dg HHER

This is a daily report produced by Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch of the Centre for Health Protection. This

report aims to monitor and summarize the latest local situation of scarlet fever. The daily situation update on scarlet
fever will be discontinued on October 1. CHP will publish updates on scarlet fever in its biweekly online

Communicable Diseases Watch and continue to closely monitor the local situation of scarlet fever.
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As of 12 noon, September 30, 2011 E;Z 2011 Z£ 9 H 30 HH4 12 BF

A. HIGHLIGHTS &=Z5

» There has been no significant increase in scarlet fever activity after school resumption on 1 September,
2011. Local scarlet fever activity has dropped about 80% from the peak level in late June and has
remained stable recently. All isolates are sensitive to penicillin.
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» Two fatal cases were recorded in 2011. Laboratory investigation showed that the isolates from both

belong to different strains.
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» 6 cases of scarlet fever and 0 scarlet fever outbreaks were recorded by CHP in the past 48 hours (from
12 noon, September 28 to 12 noon, September 30).
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» Scarlet fever is an infection caused by the bacterium Group A streptococcus. It usually affects children
and presents as fever, sore throat and rash. Streptococcal bacteria are transmitted through either
respiratory route or direct contact with infected respiratory secretions. Incubation period of scarlet fever
ranges from 1-3 days.
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» People who are suspected to have scarlet fever should seek early medical consultation. Early and

appropriate antibiotic treatment is effective against scarlet fever.
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B. LATEST FIGURES IN HONG KONG AHEfHEZE#HFE

(Based on information available at 12 noon on September 30, cases recorded after that will be updated in the next report.)
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B.1 Number of scarlet fever cases*
AR EE S T

6
Number reported since last update (as of 12 noon, September 30) (2 males and 4 females, with ages
A ERE R E (B 9 H 30 B/ 1289) ranging ffom 1 to 8 years)

2 F 42 FiirF 1 % 85%)

Number reported on the first day of this week (September 30 — October 6)
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Number reported last week (September 23 — September 29)
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Total number reported in 2011 1178
2011 - 4REy

* The number of scarlet fever cases may be revised according to further laboratory results.
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B.2 List of newly reported scarlet fever outbreaks in schools/institutions (As of 12 noon,
September 30, 2011)
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District HE Name of schools/institutions (Number of persons affected)
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List of school(s) currently closed due to scarlet fever (as of 12 noon, September 30, 2011)
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District 3 [& Name of school(s) currently closed {J52AIERAVERR: & T8

Number of fatal scarlet fever cases
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Number of fatal cases reported since last update and details (as of 12
noon, September 30) 0
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. 2
Number of fatal cases in 2011 (as of 12 noon, September 30) (7 Fand S )

years/F and 5 years
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Number of newly reported scarlet fever associated ICU admissions in hospitals (from 12 noon,
September 28 to 12 noon, September 30)*
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Private hospitals

PR EE

Hospitals under Hospital

Authority 0

BEhUE S b
Total

w8 0

* Enhanced surveillance of severe cases of scarlet fever requiring intensive care was commenced from June
24,2011
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HEALTH ADVICE {&EE#55]
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e  Maintain good personal and environmental hygiene.
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e Keep hands clean and wash hands properly.
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e  Wash hands when they are dirtied by respiratory secretions, e.g., after sneezing.
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e Cover nose and mouth while sneezing or coughing and dispose of nasal and mouth discharge properly.

o (RRZERFUE-
e Keep good ventilation.
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e  People suffering from fever, sore throat or skin rash should consult a doctor.

o B EAFAHYRHA - AE FEBURELH AL BETSEFERIL -
e Patients who are suffering from scarlet fever should not go to schools or child care centres until they
fully recover.

More information can be found on the CHP website at http://www.chp.gov.hk
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